NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE

Hawthorne accepts sin without a question and studies the
consequences: in the souls of Hester and Dimmesdale, who
sinned through love; of Chillingworth, who sinned through
malice; of Judge Pyncheon, who sinned through covetous-
ness; of Hollingsworth, who sinned through pride; of Dona-
tello, who sinned, one may say, through chivalry; of Miriam,
who sinned through the passion to escape her past; and of
Pearl and Hepzibah and Clifford and Zcnobia and Hilda,
who are only the victims of sin in others* Although Haw-
thorne of course touches other themes than the consequences
of sin, he touched it most importantly. He brought to his
representation of the theme sanity without cynicism and
tenderness without softness; he brought also, what is rarer
than depth of moralism, an art finely rounded, a rich, grace-
ful style, a spirit sweet and clear. He found a substance
apparently as unpromising as the original soil upon which the
Pilgrims established their commonwealth, and no less than
they with their stony province he tamed and civilized it-
going beyond them, moreover, by lifting it into enduring
loveliness.